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Gemination and the Proto-Romance
Syllable Shift

1. Introduction

The problem discussed in this paper 1is that of the
spontaneous shifts in syllable structure commonly assumed to
have taken place between prehistoric Latin and the
contemporary Romance languages.

Complex onsets consisting of obstruent-liquid sequences
must be posited at three stages in the history of Latin-
Romance: throughout the entire recent history of each
Romance language, in classical Latin and during at least one
early stage of prehistoric Latin. However, despite the
obvious identity between early Latin, classical Latin and
contemporary Romance onset structure, it has been impossible
so far to claim complete historical continuity between these
stages. Two sound changes have been identified as the source
of this difficulty: the Proto-Romance stress shift from
antepenult to penult in words like integra and the Pre-Latin
raising of reduced vowels in items like con-secro (from
/con-sacr-o/). Both phenomena have been widely interpreted
as indicating that at one or more intermediate stages in the
history of Latin-Romance obstruent-liquid clusters were
heterosyllabic. It is the purpose of this paper to show that
obstruent-liquid clusters have been tautosyllsbic throughout
the entire history of Latin-Romance and that both the Proto-
Romance accent shift and the Pre-Latin raising of a to e in
consecro require alternative explanations. I begin by making
explicit the historical view of Latin-Romance syllabificat-
ion that must wunderlie the traditional interpretation of
these phenomena.
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